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If  the  City  loses  its  neighborhoods, 
that's  the  end  of  us. 

DanWeldon,  Mission  Hill  resident 


Some  old  houses  stay  alive  as  much  by  love  than  by 
any  seeming  uncertainty. 
U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors, 
With  Heritage  So  Rich 
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o  many,  historic  preservation  is  a  new  concept, 
but  in  Boston  it  has  been  an  important  part  of  the 
city's  evolution. 

Boston's  residents  have  long  considered  their  city  his- 
toric, because  of  its  many  associations  with  the  Revo- 
lution. But  Boston's  more  recent  history  is  evident, 
too:  the  homes  and  workplaces  of  people  who  shaped 
their  city  and  country  share  space  with  buildings  and 
areas  noted  primarily  for  their  architectural  quality. 
Entire  neighborhoods  possess  unique  histories,  some 
taking  special  pride  in  their  pasts  as  separate  towns. 

Many  of  the  first  successes  in  the  nation  in  recogniz- 
ing and  retaining  such  important  buildings  and  dis- 
tricts have  occurred  in  Boston.  The  Old  South  Meet- 
inghouse, one  of  America's  most  historic  shrines, 
would  have  been  lost  a  century  ago  if  concerned  pri- 
vate citizens  had  not  bought  the  building. 

Dorchester's  Blake  House,  Boston's  oldest  structure, 
even  had  to  be  moved  from  its  original  site  to  prevent 
demolition,  the  first  time  in  the  country  for  such 
a  move. 

Boston  has  shown  sensitivity  in  public  policy  toward 
historic  preservation  as  well.  Special  state  law  has 
established  historic  districts  in  Beacon  Hill  and  Back 
Bay,  and  urban  renewal  policies  have  shifted  increas- 
ingly toward  housing  rehabilitation  and  recycling  of 
older  buildings. 

Yet  preservation  has  not  always  been  a  success  story. 
In  the  past,  crisis  and  even  confrontation  have  col- 
ored decisions  affecting  historic  buildings  or  areas. 
Through  ignorance  or  greed,  buildings  that  might 
have  had  a  continued  useful  life  have  been  lost.  Inap- 
propriate new  buildings  have  been  thrust  into  areas 
without  concern  for  their  ill  effect  on  older  neigh- 
bors. A  sense  of  beauty  and  continuity  with  the  past 
has  been  disrupted. 


It  is  within  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  determine 
that  the  community  should  be  beautiful  as  well  as 
healthy,  spacious  as  well  as  clean,  well  balanced  as  well 
as  carefully  patrolled. 

U.S.SUPREMECOURT.BERMAN  V.PARKER,  1954 


X 


.  oday,  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  pro- 
vides a  mechanism  for  the  orderly  preservation  of 
the  city's  historic  buildings  and  neighborhoods.  Des- 
ignation by  the  Commission  as  a  Landmark  or  a  Dis- 
trict has  two  effects.  First,  it  recognizes  the  designated 
property  as  an  important  part  of  the  city's  legacy. 

Second,  the  designation  brings  into  play  a  systematic 
design  review  process.  This  process  assures  that 
future  physical  changes  are  appropriate  and  sensitive 
to  the  historical  value  of  the  property  or  setting.  It 
also  allows  local  residents  to  participate  in  the  process 
of  change  in  their  neighborhood  through  local  dis- 
trict commissions. 

The  Commission  may  designate  a  building,  land- 
scape feature  or  area  under  one  of  four  categories: 

•  Landmark 

•  Landmark  District 

•  Architectural  Conservation  District 

•  Protection  Area 

Neither  Districts  nor  Protection  Areas  may  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Commission  in  central  Boston;  however, 
individual  Landmarks  may  be  designated  there,  or 
the  City  Council  and  Mayor  may  create  an  historic 
district  by  special  ordinance. 

The  Commission  is  made  up  of  nine  members  and 
nine  alternates  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  City  Council.  Local  organizations  pro- 
vide a  slate  of  nominees  for  appointment:  architects, 
historians  and  Realtors  are  represented,  as  well  as  the 
community  at  large. 

The  process  of  designation,  detailed  on  the  foldout 
poster,  takes  about  three  to  six  months  for  a  Land- 
mark and  about  a  year  for  an  average  size  District  or 
Protection  Area.  Once  the  steps  are  completed,  the 
property  joins  the  list  of  historic  sites  designated  by 
the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  and  receives  its 
protection  through  design  review. 


This  publication  was  assisted  by  a  grant  from  the 
Preservation  Press  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation  in  the  United  States,  a  private,  non- 
profit organization.  The  opinions  expressed  herein 
are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  National  Trust. 
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Bostonians  must  not  permit  the  destruction  of  the 

one  thing  that  set  their  city  apart  from  all  other 

American  cities:  the  last  visible  reminders  of  a 

proud  past. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Hosmer, 

Presence  of  the  Past,  A  H  istory  of  the  Preservation 

Movement  in  the  United  States  before  Williamsburg. 


How  will  we  know  it's  us  without  our  past? 
John  Steinbeck, 
The  Grapes  of  Wrath 
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Review:  The  Mayor  has  15  days  in  which  to  sign  or  veto  the  designa- 
v                tion;  the  City  Council  can  override  a  mayoral  approval  bya  two- 
thirds  majority.  


Vote:  At  a  subsequent  business  meeting,  thejCommission  votes  on  the 
designation,  with  a  two-thirds  majority  of  thejnine  members  required  for 
approval.  


PUBLIC  HEARING:  The  Commission  holds  a  formal  public  hearing  on  the  findings 
and  recommendations  of  the  study  report.  Property  owners  of  or  abutting  a 
proposed  Landmark  or  within  a  proposed  District  receive  21  days'  notice,  and  all 
citizens  are  welcome  to  speak. 


S  ri  DY  REPORT:  A  formal  study  report  evaluates  the  significance  of  the  property  and  recom- 
me  ids  standards  for  future  change.  For  a  District,  a  study  committee  of  five  Commission 
me  nbers  and  six  local  representatives  performs  the  study;  for  a  Landmark,  the  Commis- 
sioi  staff  is  responsible. 


Preliminary  i  earing:  An  informal  preliminary  hearing  is  held  by  the  Commission  to  allow 
the  petitioners  to  make  a  presentation  of  their  reasons  for  proposing  the  designation. 


Petition:  Any  ten  registered  Boston  voters,  the  Mayor  or  any  Landmarks  Commission 
member  may  submit  a  petition  to  the  Commission  asking  that  a  property  be  considered  for 
designation. 
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City  of  Boston 
Kevin  H.  White,  Mayor 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

MEMBERS 

Pauline  Chase  Harrell,  Chairwoman 

Lawrence  A.  Bianchi 

Libby  Blank 

ThomasJ.  Hynes,  Jr. 

Luix  Overbea 

Martha  L.  Rothman 

Henry  A.  Wood 

ALTERNATES 

Virginia  Aldrich 
Romas  A.  Brickus 
John  F.  Cooke 
Susan  S.  Davis 
Joan  E.  Goody 
Roger  R  Lang 
Margaret  Supplee  Smith 
Carl  A.  Zellner 

Marcia  Myers,  Executive  Director 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
James  Flaherty,  Assistant  Treasurer 
James  E.  Cofield,  Jr. 
Kane  Simonian,  Secretary 
Robert  J.  Ryan,  Director 
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Boston  Landmarks  Commission 
City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02201 
(617)  722-4300,  ext.  263 


